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The aim of this lecture is to better prepare the dental practitioner in the diagnosis of precancerous and cancerous 
lesions of the oral cavity, while also providing an overview of contemporary treatment modalities of oral cancer. 
There will also be a discussion of human papilloma virus (HPV)-related cancers of the oropharynx, as well 
as osteoradionecrosis of the jaw, with discussion of preventative and management strategies for both of these 
conditions.

Dr. Rabie Shanti holds a dual appointment in the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at Penn Dental 
Medicine, and the Department of Otorhinolaryngology/Head and Neck Surgery at Penn Medicine. Dr. Shanti 
sees patients at Pennsylvania Hospital and the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania where he focuses 
on the evaluation and surgical treatment of benign and malignant tumors of the head and neck. Dr. Shanti 
frequently evaluates and manages advanced inflammatory conditions of the jaws, such as, osteoradionecrosis, 
and medication related osteonecrosis of the jaw. An extension of Dr. Shanti’s clinical interest in functional 
rehabilitation surgery through the utilization of reconstructive microsurgical techniques has been regenerative 
medicine. Dr. Shanti is currently investigating the potential of mesenchymal stem cells in tongue tissue 
engineering, as well as the engineering of other orofacial tissues. This work is in collaboration with investigators 
from Penn Dental Medicine and Penn Medicine. Dr. Shanti also has a special interest in rare pathology of the 
head and neck, in investigating the pathogenesis of benign tumors and cysts of the jaw (i.e., ameloblastoma, 
odontogenic keratocyst, ossifying fibroma), and rare malignant tumors of the oral cavity (i.e., carcinosarcoma, 
osteosarcoma). Dr. Shanti has also been involved in investigative studies looking at complex infections of the 
head and neck (e.g., deep neck infections, osteomyelitis of the jaws).

Course Objectives:

1. A comprehensive overview of oral cancer from risk factors, epidemiology, diagnosis, and contemporary 
treatment strategies.

2. Discuss the significance of HPV in oropharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma.

3. Provide an overview of the prevention and treatment of osteoradionecrosis of the jaw.

Disclaimer:

1. To our knowledge and based on information received from Dr. Shanti, there are no financial relationships 
between Dr. Shanti and any commercial sponsors.  

2. All clinical activities offered are grounded in scientific evidence that is accepted within the profession of 
dentistry and any known risks and benefits of any clinical recommendations discussed in the CE activity will 
be presented.
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